Iranian Journal of Basic Medical Sciences
ijbms.mums.ac.ir

Conjugated linoleic acid modifies transcriptional cytokine
profile and induces early specific secretory IgA response in
Giardia lamblia infected mice
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Objective(s): Adaptive immunity is crucial in controlling Giardia lamblia infection in the intestinal
mucosa, and some dietary lipids may improve mucosal immune function. The aim of this study was
to evaluate conjugated linoleic acid (CLA) on the Th17/Treg response and secretory IgA production
in a model of giardiasis infection.
Materials and Methods: C3H/HeN male mice were infected with 5×106 G. lamblia trophozoites (GS/M83-H7, ATCC collection). Mice were assigned randomly to experimental and control groups. CLA was
administered to the experimental group and phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) was given to the control
group. Parasite load kinetics was determined. Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was performed
to evaluate IgA and cytokines. Nuclear transcription factors and cytokines were measured by RT-qPCR, and
histology of small bowel cells was evaluated.
Results: CLA administration reduced the parasite load (P<0.05) and increased early Giardia-specific
secretory IgA production. CLA also increased the expression of interleukin-10, transforming growth
factor (TGF)-β, and inducible nitric oxide synthase (iNOS) (P<0.05), while infection elevated the
expression of Foxp3, with a peak at 40 days post-infection (P<0.05). There were no pathological
changes in the colonic mucosa due to infection or treatment. Thus, CLA stimulated mucosal immunity
and enhanced the humoral response against G. lamblia, not only for early infection control but also
to promote regulatory cytokine production at 40 dpi, restoring the intestinal balance after parasite
elimination.
Conclusion: Our findings reveal novel anti-parasitic effects through the immune-modulatory activity
of CLA against the intestinal parasite G. lamblia.
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Introduction

Giardia lamblia (syn. Giardia intestinalis, Giardia
duodenalis) is a non-invasive zoonotic flagellated protist
that inhabits the proximal region in the small intestine of
mammalian hosts (1). This protozoan is the etiologic agent
of giardiasis, one of the more prevalent parasitic diseases
worldwide, with 280 million people infected per year (2).
Giardia spp. is a luminal pathogen causing symptomatic and
asymptomatic infection for 1 or 2 weeks, cleared mainly by
efficient immune responses. However, chronic conditions
lasting months in vulnerable populations such as children,
the elderly, and even immunocompetent people may
occur (3). The mechanisms of parasite control have been
studied over the last 20 years involving innate and adaptive
responses (4, 5), while a humoral immune response is
crucial for enteric G. lamblia infection resolution (6, 7). In
particular, mucosal secretory IgA (sIgA) production in the
intestine is an essential branch of defense against vegetative
and infective forms of Giardia spp. (8, 9).

It is known that modifying the innate immune response
leads to a change in the differentiation of virgin T cells
into effector Th1, Th2, Th17, or regulatory T (Treg) cells,
involved in the early elimination of infection (10). In the
intestinal mucosal, Th17 cells and Tregs have a crucial role
in the extracellular response against protozoan parasites,
and their interactions differentiate between damage and
tissue protection.
Despite the knowledge concerning the immune system
responses against Giardia and its importance in public
health, no vaccine is available for humans; the current
pharmacological treatment is effective, but there are nondesirable secondary effects, and the susceptible population
still suffers the consequences of infection (11, 12). Immunonutrition provides an alternative approach to improve
host defenses against infection, inflammation, and injury
or damage. Nutrients have shown benefits beyond their
nutritional and metabolic activity on immune system cells
(13). Conjugated linoleic acid (CLA), present in red meat
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and dairy products, is a lipid family of geometric and
positional isomers derived from linoleic acid (14). Extensive
research has been performed on biological CLA activity
showing promising findings that include unique properties
to modulate immunomodulatory effects on the mucosa,
such as its ability to enhance the humoral immune response
in animal models and humans (13, 15-19). This study
aimed to evaluate the activity of CLA through modulation
of mucosal adaptive responses based on sIgA production
as well as dynamic changes in the cytokine profile and
characteristic transcription factors of Th17 cells in a mouse
model of giardiasis.

Materials and Methods

Animals, diet, and treatments
C3H/HeN male mice were purchased from the
supplier (Harlan, Wilmington, MA, USA), and housed in
the animal facility of the Research Center for Food and
Development, at 21±2 °C, 60% relative humidity, a 12 hr
photoperiod (lights on from 07:00-19.00 hr), and provided
with sterilized water and food ad libitum. The commercial
rodent diet supported animal feeding for all mouse groups
(Teklad Global Diet, Harlan, IN, USA). We conducted two
bioassays. In the first one, 48 male mice (6-8 weeks old) were
randomly assigned to two experimental groups following
a 2×6 factorial design to monitor parasite load kinetics
and a 2×4 design to evaluate the humoral response. CLA
was administered to the experimental group (n=24) and
phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) was given to the control
group (n=24). Supplementation by oral gavage with 50 mg/
day CLARINOL80® CLA free fatty acids 1:1 mixture of 40%
cis-9,trans-11 CLA and 40% trans-10,cis-12 CLA isomers
(provided by Stepan Nutrition Specialty Products LLC, NJ)
was administrated for a total of 9 days, 3 days before and
6 days after infection. These conditions were repeated in a
second experiment to assess cytokine production, nuclear
transcription factor data, and histology of small bowel cells,
in a 2×4 factorial design. The protocols were carried out in
compliance with the institutional guidelines for the care and
use of laboratory animals by the Bioethical Committee at
Centro de Investigación en Alimentación y Desarrollo, A.C.
(CE/005/2013).
Experimental infection
G. lamblia trophozoites (GS/M-83-h7, ATCC collection)
were cultured in TYI-S-33 medium (20). The culture was
harvested after 48-72 hr, during the log phase. Trophozoites
were detached from polycarbonate tubes, chilled on ice, and
collected by centrifugation at 400 g for 8 min (Beckman
Coulter, USA). The cells were counted in a hemocytometer
Neubauer chamber and adjusted to the desired cellular
density. On the third day of administration of CLA or PBS,
20 mice per group were infected with 5×106 G. lamblia
trophozoites in 0.2 ml of PBS by oral gavage with a plastic
feeding syringe to prevent tissue damage (Instech Solomon
Laboratories, Plymouth Meeting, PA, USA). The syringe
needle was previously immersed in 1% sucrose to promote
more cooperative behavior in mice, which facilitated the
experimental procedure and diminished animal stress. The
remaining eight mice were inoculated with sterile PBS (0.2
ml) and considered the non-infected group at time 0. In
addition, animals were fasted overnight to be more prone
to swallow liquid content. Four mice in each group were
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euthanized by cervical dislocation at 0, 6, 14, 21, 28, and
40 days post-infection (dpi) to collect biological samples for
antibody and trophozoite counts, and at 0, 6, 14, 21, and 40
dpi to obtain intestinal cells for population evaluation.
Parasitic load
The small intestine of each mouse (n=4 per group and
per time) was removed aseptically to monitor the kinetics of
infection (at 6, 14, 21, 28, and 40 dpi). Duodenal tissue (10
cm) was cut, opened longitudinally, and placed in PBS for
1.5 hr at 4 °C in semi-horizontal agitation to detach Giardia
trophozoites from the intestinal wall. Trophozoites were
counted using a hemocytometer to calculate the parasitic
load.
Fecal extract for immunoglobulin determination
Fecal extract was obtained by following a previously
reported technique (21), with minor modifications. In brief,
individual mice were allocated in polystyrene cages for 1 hr
to recover feces. Seven pieces of fecal content were obtained
from each mouse at 0, 6, 14, 21, 28, and 40 dpi. Pellets in 0.5
ml of PBS 0.1% albumin (PBA), with 100 U/ml penicillin,
100 μg/ml streptomycin, and 0.1 ml of protease inhibitor
cocktail (SIGMA, SL, USA) were incubated for 1 hr at 4 °C.
Vials with fecal homogenate were vortexed and centrifuged
at 10,000 g for 10 min at 4 °C to remove debris. Fecal extract
supernatants were collected and stored at -80 °C. The protein
concentration of the fecal preparation was determined by
using a protein assay kit (BCA, IL, USA).
sIgA production
G. lamblia anti-IgA antibodies were assessed in fecal
extracts using an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
(ELISA). In brief, 96 Maxisorp plates (Thermo Fisher
Scientific, UK) were coated with 50 μg/ml of Giardia
soluble extract in 100 μl of carbonate buffer per well and
incubated overnight at 4 °C. Culture plates were washed
three times with PBS-0.05% Tween 20 (PBS-T), blocked
with 5% fish gelatin (SIGMA, SL, USA) for 2 hr at room
temperature, and washed three times with PBS-T. Later,
100 μl of 1:5 fecal extract homogenates were added and
incubated for 1 hr at 37 °C. Culture plates were washed
four times and incubated with 1:500 biotinylated antimouse IgA for 1 hr (BioLegend, UK). Plates were then
washed four times and incubated with 100 μl of horseradish
peroxidase (HRP)-conjugated avidin 1:2000 for 1 hr. Then,
100 μl of 3,3′,5,5′-tetramethylbenzidine (TMB) was used as
substrate, and color development was stopped with 50 μl
of 1 M H2SO4. Optical density was measured in an ELISA
microplate reader (Bio-Rad, Hercules, CA, USA) at 450
nm. Negative controls (t0, non-infected mice fecal extracts)
and blanks were run in each assay to assess background
reactivity, and optical density negative values plus a twofold
standard deviation were considered to establish the cut-off
limit of detection of Giardia-specific sIgA.
G. lamblia soluble extract preparation
Based on a previous study (7), water-soluble protein
extract was obtained with a few modifications. In brief,
5×107 trophozoites were washed three times with sterile
PBS. Later, they were suspended in 0.5 ml PBS with 0.1 ml
of protease inhibitor cocktail containing 4-(2-aminoethyl)
benzenesulfonyl fluoride (AEBSF), pepstatin A E-64,
1469
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bestatin, and sodium EDTA (Sigma, SL, MO, USA).
Samples were frozen in liquid nitrogen and thawed at room
temperature for three cycles, and then ultra-sonicated in an
ice bath for 7 cycles of 10 pulses (Branson Sonifier 450, CT,
USA). Cell debris was removed by centrifugation at 10,000 g
for 30 min (Centrifuge 541r, Eppendorf, USA). The extract
was filtered with a 0.22 µm membrane (Millipore, USA). The
protein concentration of the soluble antigen preparation
was determined using a protein assay kit (BCA, IL, USA).
Collection of intestinal tissue and isolation of cells
Animals were euthanized by cervical dislocation.
Intestinal cells were isolated using a previously reported
protocol (22) with some modifications (23). In brief, the
small intestine was surgically removed in aseptic conditions,
sectioned, opened longitudinally, and washed with PBS to
detach all fecal material. The tissue was cut into 5 cm pieces
and incubated for 30 min at room temperature with Hank’s
solution with 0.5 mM EDTA, 100 IU penicillin, and 1 mg/
ml amphotericin B. Later, the tissue was washed with Hank’s
solution with 20 mM HEPES, antibiotics, and 2% fetal
bovine serum (FBS, Gibco, NY,USA). Tissue was cut into
0.5 cm pieces and transferred into a 25 ml flask with RPMI1640 enzymatic solution [2 mM L-glutamine, 1 mM sodium
pyruvate, 0.05 mM 2-mercaptoethanol, 100 IU penicillin
(all from Sigma-Aldrich, USA), 1 mg/ml amphotericin B
solution, 10% FB (Gibco, NY, USA), 4.25 µg/ml DNAse I,
and 25 µg/ml collagenase]. The tissue was incubated for 2
hr at 37 °C and 150 rpm in an orbital shaker (Incu-Shaker,
Benchmark, NJ, USA). After incubation, the samples
were macerated and filtered in a strain mesh of 100 µm.
Supernatant and cells were collected in a 50 ml tube with
cold RPMI-1640 (Gibco, MD, USA) complete medium.
Later, the cell suspension was centrifuged at 400 g for 7 min
at 4 °C (Allegra 6R Centrifuge, Beckman Coulter, USA)
and washed with cold RPMI-1640. Cells were counted in a
hemocytometer, assessing viability by 0.4% trypan blue dye
exclusion.
Isolating and culturing spleen cells
The spleen was removed aseptically and collected in a
5 ml tube (BD, USA) with 1 ml of cold RPMI-1640 for its
transportation. Subsequently, the spleen was macerated and
filtered with fabric mesh. The cell suspension was collected
and incubated with 5 ml of lysis solution (ammonium
chloride, potassium bicarbonate, and EDTA) for 5 min to
remove red blood cells. RPMI medium supplemented with
10% FBS was added to stop the lysis reaction. Cells were
Table 1. Primer sequences used for RT-qPCR amplification of target genes
′

1470

′

centrifuged at 329 g for 8 min at 4 °C and then washed
again. Splenocytes were divided into three groups of 2×106
cells per well and incubated for 20 hr at 37 °C in 5% CO2.
One group did not receive any treatment, one group was
stimulated with 20 µg/ml phorbol-myristate-acetate and
ionomycin (PMA+I) (Life Technologies, MD, USA), and
one group received 50 µg/ml soluble protein extract of G.
lamblia.
Cytokine production measured by ELISA
Supernatant collected from stimulated splenocytes
was collected and cytokine production was measured
using ELISA Ready-Set-Go! Kits (eBioscience, CA, USA)
following the manufacturer’s instructions. Maxisorp®
96 well microplates were coated overnight with capture
antibody and incubated at 4 °C. Plates were blocked with
ELISA diluent for 1 hr and then washed. Standards and
samples were prepared and added to corresponding wells
and incubated for 2 hr at room temperature. Secondary
antibody was added and incubated for 1 hr. Later, avidinHRP was added and incubated for 30 min. After washing the
plate, 3,3′,5,5′-Tetramethylbenzidine (TMB) solution was
added and incubated for 15 min. The reaction was stopped
with 2% sulfuric acid (H2SO4). The final concentration
of cytokines in untreated cells was subtracted from cells
stimulated with soluble extract of G. lamblia or with PMA+I
(as a positive stimulation control).
RNA isolation from intestinal cells
Total RNA was extracted from 3×106 intestinal cells
previously snap-frozen at -80 °C with TRIzol (Invitrogen)
following the manufacturer’s suggestions. Then, 500 µl
of 99.5% chloroform was added to the samples, and they
were vortexed and centrifuged at 17,950 g for 10 min at
4 °C. The upper phase was separated and mixed with 200
µl of isopropanol. After 5 min, total RNA was recovered by
centrifugation, washed with 1 ml of ethanol, centrifuged,
and resuspended in 40 µl of nuclease-free water. The
concentrations and 260/280 ratio (a measure of purity) were
measured in a NanoDrop ND-1000 spectrophotometer
(NanoDrop Technologies, USA).
Gene expression analysis by reverse transcription–
quantitative real-time polymerase chain reaction (RTqPCR)
The transcriptional profile of Th17 cells and Tregs (Table
1) was performed by reverse transcription with commercial
system Brilliant II SYBR® Green QRT-PCR Master Mix
′

′
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(Applied Biosystems, USA). One hundred nanograms of
total RNA and 200 nM of initial oligonucleotides sense and
antisense in a reaction mixture of 25 µl (Table 1) were used.
Thermal cycling was carried out as follows: 30 min at 50 °C;
10 min at 95 °C; 40 cycles of 95 °C for 30 sec and 60 °C for
30 sec. β-Actin was used for data normalization. Relative
quantification for fold increase was calculated with 2△△Ct
using the previously reported formula (24).
Colon histology
Samples of the ascending colon were taken at day 0
(pre-infection) and at 40 dpi (post-parasite elimination)
to evaluate the effect of CLA on the colonic mucosa after
expulsion of G. lamblia. A small section of the ascending
colon was cut and fixed in 10% formaldehyde and embedded
in paraffin. Three micrometer tissue sections were cut and
stained with hematoxylin and eosin, following the standard
technique.
Statistical analysis
A 2×4 factorial design for mouse weight, IgA response,
and cytokines; a 2×3 factorial design for RT-qPCR (to 0, 6,
14, and 40 dpi); and a 2×6 factorial design for trophozoite
count of CLA and control groups were tested for the main
effects of supplementation and time, and their interaction.
Statistical analysis was performed in R version 4.0.5 (www.Rproject.org) using the rcompanion package (Mangiafico,
S.S. 2016). The Scheirer-Ray-Hare test was performed to
identify differences between factors and interactions. A
post hoc Dunn’s test with the Benjamini–Hochberg method
was performed to determine the significant factors (P≤
0.05). The Spearman test was used to evaluate correlations
between antibody levels and parasite loads. P<0.05 was
considered significant.

Results

Parasitic load in the small intestine
We assessed the experimental infection by monitoring
the weight of mice and the parasite load on different
experimental days. The weights were homogeneous at the
beginning of the assay with no differences before infection
in the CLA and PBS groups (26.2 g±1.5 g vs. 24.5 g±0.5
g, respectively). After infection, the parasite did not affect
body weight of the mice at 40 dpi (29.6 g±1.1 g vs. 30.0 g±2.1
g; P>0.05). The mouse growth rate was consistent with the
supplier’s trend description for the strain and age at the end of
the experiment. We estimated the parasitic load by counting
the recovered trophozoites from the duodenum. Figure 1
shows the G. lamblia trophozoite kinetics in male C3H/HeN
mice. Giardia trophozoites could colonize and stay in the
small intestine for 28 dpi. The maximum parasitic recovery
in both groups was in the acute infection phase until 6 dpi
(P<0.05). There was a lower parasite load in the CLA group
than in the control group, although the difference was not
significant (1×104 ± 0.7×104 vs. 3×104±1.2×104 trophozoites/
cm, respectively; P=0.22). Then, in both groups the
trophozoite count decreased progressively from 14 dpi
(P<0.05) until clearance of infection at 40 dpi (P>0.05).
sIgA response
We assessed mucosal sIgA production weekly in feces
before and after infection to evaluate the effect of CLA
on the humoral immune response. The infected CLAIran J Basic Med Sci, Vol. 25, No. 12, Dec 2022

Figure 1. Giardia lamblia trophozoite kinetics in male C3H/HeN mice
The intestinal trophozoite count (mean with standard deviation) in
C3H/HeN mice before infection (day 0) and after infection (6-40 days
post-infection) with G. lamblia in the conjugated linoleic acid (CLA)supplemented and phosphate-buffered saline (PBS)-treated groups.
The data represent the mean±standard deviation from individual
measurements (n=4 mice per group and per time) in two independent
experiments. The asterisk indicates a significant differences (P<0.05)
between day zero and 6 days post-infection day in both groups

supplemented group showed higher Giardia-specific sIgA
levels than the infected control group at 6 dpi (0.776±0.13
vs. 0.357±0.2 optical density). There was a positive humoral
response in both infected groups. Still, CLA induced
an earlier significant response at 6 dpi (P=0.012), while
the control group had significant increases in mucosal
antibody levels at 40 dpi. Although there were no significant
differences between the treatments, CLA could induce
greater IgA production because PBS only significantly
increased IgA production at 40 dpi compared with the noninfected group (Figure 2).
Cytokine production in ex vivo cell challenge
To identify which cytokines were preferably produced
against the parasite, we in vitro–stimulated spleen cells of
the CLA and control groups. We used culture supernatant
to quantify cytokine production, including interleukin
(IL)-6, IL-10, IL-17A, tumor necrosis factor (TNF)-α, IL-1β,

Figure 2. Secretory IgA (sIgA) response of male C3H/HeN mice
against Giardia lamblia
The time course of soluble IgA production was evaluated in feces by
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. The black squares represent
the conjugated linoleic acid (CLA)-supplemented group and the white
squares represent the phosphate-buffered saline (PBS)-supplemented
group antibody levels before infection (0) and after infection (6-40
days post-infection). The asterisk indicates a significant difference
between the CLA infected and non-infected groups (P=0.002). ɸ
indicates a significant differences between the PBS-supplemented
infected and non-infected groups (P=0.046). The data represent the
mean±standard deviation from individual measurements (n=4 mice
per group at each time) in two independent experiments

1471

pg/ml

Reyes-Duarte et al.

Figure 3. Effect of conjugated linoleic acid (CLA) on cytokine
production in ex vivo culture supernatant of spleen cells from mice
infected with Giardia lamblia on days 0, 6, 14, and 40 post-infection
There are three groups: without stimulation (SE), stimulated with
phorbol-myristate-acetate and ionomycin (PMA+I), and with G.
lamblia extract (EG). The data represent the mean ± standard deviation
(n=3 mice per time and per group). Asterisks indicate a significant
difference between the time points for the same group (P<0.05)

and transforming growth factor (TGF)-β. Only IL-6, IL10, IL-17A, and TNFα were detectable (Figure 3). IL-6 was
produced in spleen cells stimulated with G. lamblia extract
from the CLA group, but the production was not different
compared with spleen cells from the control group. In the
control group, IL-6 increased at 6 dpi by G. lamblia extract
compared with the non-infected group (day 0) but not
significantly, although differences were observed at 14 dpi
(P=0.0103) (Figure 3). In the CLA group, there was a slight
increase in IL-6 production in Giardia extract–stimulated
cells at 14 dpi, albeit not significant. Figure 3 also shows the
concentration of IL-10, an anti-inflammatory cytokine. G.
lamblia–stimulated cells showed elevated IL-10 production
at 6 dpi (P=0.0456), while TNF-α was also elevated but
not significantly (P=0.0661) (Figure 3). There were no
differences in IL-17A levels for the CLA or control group.
1472
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Figure 4. Nuclear factor transcriptional profile of Giardia lambliainfected intestinal cells
The data represent the mean±standard deviation (n=3 mice per time
and per group). Asterisks indicate a significant difference between the
time points for the same group (P<0.05)

Gene expression analysis of nuclear factors and the Treg
and Th17 cytokine responses
The expression of transcription factors and cytokines
was measured in intestinal cells by RT-qPCR at 0, 6, 14, and,
40 dpi. Figure 4 shows the expression of the transcription
factors RORγT, Foxp3, PPARγ, and NF-κB. RORγT
expression was not significantly different between the
infected CLA and control groups, but there was a significant
difference for the PBS group at 6 dpi compared with 0 dpi
(P=0.016) (Figure 4). Foxp3 expression was increased at 6
dpi in both groups (P<0.05). At 40 dpi in the CLA group,
Foxp3 was higher compared with 0 dpi (P=0.001) (Figure
4). CLA supplementation or infection evolution had no
effect on PPARγ or NF-κB (Figure 4).
Cytokine production and transcription factor activation
are essential for T cell differentiation. CLA supplementation
maintained the constant expression of IL-17A at 6, 14
and 40 dpi, while in the control group, IL-17A expression
decreased gradually at 14 and 40 dpi, although it was not
significantly different from the CLA group (Figure 5). CLA
supplementation increased IL-10 expression compared
with the control group (P<0.05) at 6 and 40 dpi. In contrast,

Figure 5. Cytokine transcriptional profile of intestinal cells from
Giardia lamblia–infected mice
The black bars indicate the conjugated linoleic acid (CLA) group and
the white bars represent the phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) group.
The data represent the mean±standard deviation (n=3 mice per
time-group). ɸ indicates a significant difference between the groups
(P<0.05); * indicates a significant difference between the time points
for the same group (P<0.05)
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Figure 6. Representative photomicrographs of hematoxylin-eosinstained colon sections of Giardia lamblia–infected mice
Pre-infection (day 0) and post-elimination stage (day 40) from the
control (phosphate-buffered saline) and the conjugated linoleic acid
(CLA) groups. The total magnification is 100×

infection had no significant effect on IL-10 production
(Figure 5). At 40 dpi, TGF-β expression was significantly
higher in the CLA group compared with the control group
(P=0.047) (Figure 5). Giardia infection did not affect IL1β expression (Figure 5). The expression of inducible
nitric oxide synthase (iNOS), which is involved in another
branch of antiparasitic responses, was significantly different
between the CLA and control groups at 14 dpi (P=0.001). It
was downregulated at 40 dpi compared with 6 dpi, but the
difference was not significant (P=0.139).
Colon histology
We collected samples of the ascending colon at day 0
(pre-infection) and at 40 dpi (post-parasite elimination)
to assess changes in the mucosa after the expulsion of G.
lamblia. The CLA and PBS groups showed no histological
damage and intestinal villi presented a typical arrangement
without pathological changes in their length (Figure 6).

Discussion

We assessed the effects of CLA oral supplementation on
the experimental infection with G. lamblia and the induced
responses on adaptive cellular and humoral IgA. The
parasitic load (Figure 1) peaked at 6 dpi, which is similar
to other published Giardia infection models (20, 21), and
oral CLA administration diminished the G. lamblia load
at 6 dpi, in the acute phase, and there was elimination at
40 dpi in both infected groups. This is relevant because
immunocompetent mice can clear the infection in 3-4
weeks. The humoral immune response is essential to
parasitic neutralization and infection clearance (5). The
immunomodulatory properties of CLA have been reported
in animal and human studies (31), including the effect of
CLA on immunoglobulin isotypes IgA, IgG, and IgM (20,
21, 32, 33), also effects in some heamatological parameters
(34). In our study, the infected, CLA-treated group showed
a twofold increase in Giardia-specific sIgA levels at 6 dpi
compared with the infected, PBS-treated group (0.776±0.13
vs. 0.357±0.2 optical density). Although there were no
significant differences between the treatments, the CLA
Iran J Basic Med Sci, Vol. 25, No. 12, Dec 2022

group showed early IgA production compared with the
PBS group: In the latter group, sIgA production was only
significantly higher at 40 dpi compared with the noninfected group (Figure 2).
We observed an improvement in IgA production with
a short administration period of CLA formulation as free
fatty acids. Interestingly, we observed a negative correlation
between the specific parasitic load and IgA production (r=
-0.307, P=0.042). Thus, early mucosal IgA may partly explain
the parasite load reduction at 6 dpi in the CLA group (Figure
1). To our knowledge, this study is the first contribution to
evaluate the effect of CLA on the IgA mucosal response in
Giardia parasitic infection. These findings are relevant given
the key role that sIgA plays in adaptive immunity against G.
lamblia (6, 7, 33, 35-37).
Previous reports have shown that CLA might influence
important effector T cells, such as Treg and Th17
populations in inductive and effector mucosal sites (38). We
assessed IL-17A in the G. lamblia–stimulated cells (Figure
3) because this cytokine is essential for transporting highaffinity IgA antibodies required to eliminate G. lamblia (28).
Recent studies in Giardia muris and G. lamblia models of
infection have recognized the crucial role of IL-17, mainly
produced by the Th17 lymphocyte population and other
mucosal intestinal cells, in parasite immune response and
elimination (25, 39). According to Dann et al. (28), mice
infected with G. lamblia reached the peak of infection
within the first week, with increased IL-17A expression at
5 dpi that remained high at 14 dpi. However, in a murine
model of inflammation, CLA supplementation decreased
the expression of pro-inflammatory cytokines, including
IL-17A (40). In cells cultured with G. lamblia extract, IL17A was only detectable on 6 dpi in the control group. As
reported by Kamda et al. (41), IL-6 production by dendritic
and other cells is necessary for the induction of Th17 cells
that, in turn, produce IL-17A. In mice supplemented with
50:50 CLA, IL-17A was elevated in mesenteric lymph nodes
and the spleen in a colitis model (42). On the contrary,
Draper et al. (40)observed that CLA decreased IL-17A
production in vitro in mouse cells derived from bone
marrow stimulated with ovalbumin peptide. The finding on
the maintenance of IL-17A by CLA (Figure 5) could explain,
at least in part, the increase in IgA antibodies specific for
G. lamblia at 6 dpi in the CLA compared with the control
group (Figure 2).
Figure 4 shows the expression the transcription factors
RORγT, Foxp3, PPARγ and NF-κB. RORγT is expressed by
Th17 cells and has been described as essential in parasite
elimination. When comparing our results to those of
previously published studies, it must be pointed out that
Dreesen et al. (25) reported an increase in the transcription
profile of RORγT 5 and 6 dpi in C57BL/6 mice infected
with G. muris. CLA is recognized as a ligand and a potent
dual activator of the transcription factors peroxisome
proliferator-activated receptor-gamma and alpha (PPARγ
and PPARα, respectively) (28, 43). Some CLA effects
on immune cells have been explained through PPARγ
dependent mechanisms, mainly anti-inflammatory activity
by NF-kB suppression (44). However, discrepancies in
pro-inflammatory cytokine targets have been found (45).
Dreesen et al. (25) reported no increase in PPARγ expression
in mice infected with G. muris.
In the present assay, the immunological challenge of
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giardiasis was not strong enough to induce inflammation,
which is consistent with the lack of effect of CLA
supplementation on whole Treg profile differentiation.
In agreement with previous work on mouse models of
inflammation, CLA inhibits the expression of NF-κB
and pro-inflammatory cytokines (46). Loscher et al. (47)
reported that CLA decreased IL-12 and increased 1L-10
cytokine production in LPS-stimulated BALB/c mouse
cells in vitro. PPARγ deactivates NF-κB, but we found no
differences in NF-κB in the CLA-supplemented group,
contrary to the findings of Borniquel et al. (48), who found a
decrease of NF-κB in a mouse model of inflammatory bowel
disease fed with CLA.
CLA-supplemented mice shown a significative increase
in IL-10 expression compared with the control group
(P≤0.05). In contrast, IL-10 production was not affected
in the control (Figure 5), as previously shown for G. muris
infection. (25). Reynolds et al. (49) found that in mice with
lipopolysaccharide (LPS)-induced intestinal inflammation,
a diet high in cis-9,trans-11 CLA increased IL-10 expression
at 12 h post-stimulation. Similarly, McCarthy et al. (50)
described that CLA 80:20 increases IL-10 production at a
systemic level. IL-10 has been reported to counteract the
production of pro-inflammatory cytokines. Yahya et al.
(51) observed that in humans infected with G. lamblia,
there were more Foxp3+ Tregs than in the control group.
They reported that due to this change, giardiasis induces
minimal inflammation in the intestinal mucosa of humans
and mice. In our study, the increased Foxp3 and IL-10
expression suggests that Treg proliferation could be favored
after infection. Previously, Montalvo-Corral et al. (23)
showed that CLA supplementation in a C3H/HeN murine
giardiasis model affects the CD103+ antigen-presenting cell
population, which is involved with Tregs. Moreover, the
presence of TGF-β has been shown to induce plasticity in
Th17 cells by making them IL-10-producing, Treg ex-Th17
cells (52).
The presence of an inflammatory response in giardiasis
is controversial. Chen et al. (53) observed an increase
in IL-1β at 35 dpi in the intestine of mice infected by G.
lamblia. However, Dreesen et al. (25) reported no increase
in pro-inflammatory cytokines during the parasite
elimination phase. In a model of viral infection with CLA
supplementation, Pinelli-Saavedra et al. (38) did not find
changes in iNOS expression. Still, they observed increased
IL-10 production due to the effect of CLA, agreeing with
our findings. The colon histology (Figure 6) was similar
to that reported by Chen et al. (53): They described no
changes in mucosal morphology at 35 dpi in mice infected
with G. lamblia. They also measured occludin, an essential
component that provides permeability to epithelial cells,
which did not show changes between infected and noninfected mice. In some histological studies of murine
models of colitis and humans, authors have found that CLA
has a powerful anti-inflammatory effect (42, 54). In mice,
the immunological challenge of colitis promotes a severe
inflammatory state compared with giardiasis; it is feasible
that no significant changes were induced in the colon
mucosa of our model.
This study has provided insight into the effects of CLA
in the expression of transcription factors and cytokines
as well as IgA production that help to downregulate the
parasitic load. Those cell populations have an essential role
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in effector and regulatory responses, and they are important
players in B cell plasma differentiation to IgA producers. So,
this could be a potential mechanism of CLA action, which
may account for the Giardia parasitic load reduction. We
recommend evaluating whether these findings have clinical
or physiological relevance to intestinal health in the postelimination phase and to define the contribution of the
diverse cell populations in producing the cytokines that have
been assessed. Our results have revealed a novel anti-parasitic
CLA effect mediated by immunomodulatory activity that
warrants further study. Therefore, an immunonutritional
approach may be helpful to find nutrients with particular
effects against parasites and to discover their therapeutic
potential.

Conclusion

CLA induced early production of sIgA related to
parasitic load reduction and IL-10 upregulation. Regulatory
cytokines and nuclear transcription factors promoting
the expression of Tregs contribute to a microenvironment
that possibly favors intestinal balance, preventing mucosal
damage in the parasite post-elimination stage and disease
resolution.

Acknowledgment

Authors are grateful to Dr Humberto Astiazarán for
kindly providing Giardia strain (GS/M-83-H7). Also, we
acknowledge Bertha Pacheco and Mónica Reséndiz for
their excellent technical support and Dr Rogerio Sotelo for
his contribution regarding access to equipment used in this
study. This work was funded by the National Council for
Science and Technology of Mexico (CONACYT), Project
grant CB-2012-182422. The results described in this paper
were part of student thesis from IRD and LBC whom
received CONACYT postgraduate scholarships.

Authors’ Contributions

MMC and SYMC conceived the study. MMC designed
and supervised the experiments; LBC performed IgA
ELISA and trophozoite counts experiments; IRD conducted
cytokine ELISA and gene expression analysis; GLC carried
out histological analysis; IRD, LBC, AJBE, OAB, HPS and
MMC analyzed and interpreted the data and prepared
figures; SYMC and MMC contributed reagents/materials/
analysis tools; MMC, IRD and AJBE wrote the first draft
of the manuscript, and all authors (IRD, AJBE, LBC, GLC,
OAB, HPS, SYMC, MMC) critically reviewed, contributed,
edited and approved the final version of the article.

Conflicts of Interest

All authors declare that there are no conflicts of interest.

References

1. Adam RD. Biology of Giardia lamblia. Clin Microbiol Rev 2001;
14:447–475.
2. Lane S and Lloyd D. Current trends in research into the
waterborne parasite Giardia. Crit Rev Microbiol 2002; 28:123–147.
3. Ortega YR and Adam RD. Giardia: overview and update. Clin
Infect Dis 1997; 25:545–550.
4. Lopez-Romero G, Quintero J, Astiazarán-García H, Velazquez
C. Host defences against Giardia lamblia. Parasite Immunol 2015;
37:394–406.
5. Faubert G. Immune response to Giardia duodenalis . Clin
Microbiol Rev 2000; 13:35–54.
Iran J Basic Med Sci, Vol. 25, No. 12, Dec 2022

CLA modifies cytokines and IgA in infected mice

6. Amorim RMR, Silva DAO, Taketomi EA, Morato MGVA,
Mundim MJS, Ribeiro DP, et al. Giardia duodenalis: Kinetics
of cyst elimination and the systemic humoral and intestinal
secretory immune responses in gerbils (Meriones unguiculatus)
experimentally infected. Exp Parasitol 2010; 125:297–303.
7. Velazquez C, Beltran M, Ontiveros N, Rascon L, Figueroa DC,
Granados AJ, et al. Giardia lamblia infection induces different
secretory and systemic antibody responses in mice. Parasite
Immunol 2005; 27:351–356.
8. Solaymani-Mohammadi S. Mucosal defense against giardia at
the intestinal epithelial cell interface. Front Immunol 2022; 13:578.
9. Eckmann L. Mucosal defences against Giardia. Parasite Immunol
2003; 25:259–270.
10. Solaymani-Mohammadi S, Singer SM. Giardia duodenalis:
the double-edged sword of immune responses in giardiasis. Exp
Parasitol 2010; 126:292–297.
11. Jenikova G, Hruz P, Andersson MK, Tejman-Yarden N, Ferreira
PCD, Andersen YS, et al. α1-giardin based live heterologous
vaccine protects against Giardia lamblia infection in a murine
model. Vaccine 2011; 29:9529–9537.
12. Gardner TB, Hill DR. Treatment of giardiasis. Clin Microbiol
Rev 2001; 14:114–128.
13. O’Shea M, Bassaganya-Riera J, Mohede ICM.
Immunomodulatory properties of conjugated linoleic acid. Am J
Clin Nutr 2004;79:1199S-1206S.
14. Chin SF, Liu W, Storkson JM, Ha YL, and Pariza MW. Dietary
sources of conjugated dienoic isomers of linoleic acid, a newly
recognized class of anticarcinogens. J Food Compos Anal 1992;
5:185–197.
15. Pérez-Cano FJ, Ramírez-Santana C, Molero-Luís M, Castell
M, Rivero M, Castellote C, et al. Mucosal IgA increase in rats by
continuous CLA feeding during suckling and early infancy. J Lipid
Res 2009; 50:467-476.
16. Ramírez-Santana C, Castellote C, Castell M, Rivero M,
Rodríguez-Palmero M, Franch À, et al. Long-term feeding of the
cis-9,trans-11 isomer of conjugated linoleic acid reinforces the
specific immune response in rats. J Nutr 2009; 139:76–81.
17. Sugano M, Tsujita A, Yamasaki M, Noguchi M, Yamada K.
Conjugated linoleic acid modulates tissue levels of chemical
mediators and immunoglobulins in rats. Lipids 1998; 33:521–527.
18. Peterson KM, O’Shea M, Stam W, Mohede ICM, Patrie JT, and
Hayden FG. Effects of dietary supplementation with conjugated
linoleic acid on experimental human rhinovirus infection and
illness. Antivir Ther 2009; 14:33-43.
19. Bassaganya-Riera J, Pogranichniy RM, Jobgen SC, Halbur PG,
Yoon KJ, O’Shea M, et al. Conjugated linoleic acid ameliorates viral
infectivity in a pig model of virally induced immunosuppression. J
Nutr 2003; 133:3204–3214.
20. Keister DB. Axenic culture of Giardia lamblia in TYI-S-33
medium supplemented with bile. Trans R Soc Trop Med Hyg 1983;
77:487–488.
21. Byrd LG, Conrad JT, and Nash TE. Giardia lamblia infections
in adult mice. Infect Immun 1994; 62:3583–3585.
22. Drakes M, Blanchard T, and Czinn S. Bacterial probiotic
modulation of dendritic cells. Infect Immun 2004; 72:3299–3309.
23. Montalvo Corral M, Puebla Clark L, López Robles G, Reyes
Duarte I, López Cervantes G, Moya Camarena SY. Conjugated
linoleic acid enhances intestinal mucosal innate immunity against
parasite Giardia lamblia in a murine model. Nov Sci 2018; 10:228246.
24. Livak KJ, Schmittgen TD. Analysis of relative gene expression
data using real-time quantitative PCR and the 2-ΔΔCT method.
Methods 2001; 25:402-408.
25. Dreesen L, Bosscher K De, Grit G, Staels B, Lubberts E, Bauge
E, et al. Giardia muris infection in mice is associated with a
protective interleukin 17A response and induction of peroxisome
proliferator-activated receptor alpha. Infect Immun 2014;
82:3333–3340.
26. Fontenot JD, Gavin MA, and Rudensky AY. Foxp3 programs
the development and function of CD4+CD25+ regulatory T cells.
Iran J Basic Med Sci, Vol. 25, No. 12, Dec 2022

Reyes-Duarte et al.

Nat Immunol 2003; 4:330–336.
27. Dai Y, Su W, Ding Z, Wang X, Mercanti F, Chen M, et al.
Regulation of MSR-1 and CD36 in macrophages by LOX-1
mediated through PPAR-γ. Biochem Biophys Res Commun 2013;
431:496–500.
28. Dann SM, Manthey CF, Le C, Miyamoto Y, Gima L, Abrahim
A, et al. IL-17A promotes protective IgA responses and expression
of other potential effectors against the lumen-dwelling enteric
parasite Giardia. Exp Parasitol 2015; 156:68–78.
29. Zhang H, Hu X, Liu X, Zhang R, Fu Q, Xu X. The Treg/Th17
imbalance in toxoplasma gondii-infected pregnant mice. Am J
Reprod Immunol 2012; 67:112–121.
30. Wang QS, Xiang Y, Cui YL, Lin KM, Zhang XF. Dietary
blue pigments derived from genipin, attenuate inflammation by
inhibiting LPS-induced iNOS and COX-2 expression via the NFκB inactivation. PLoS One 2012; 7:e34122.
31. Fritsche K. Fatty acids as modulators of the immune response.
Annu Rev Nutr 2006; 26:45–73.
32. Ramírez-Santana C, Castellote C, Castell M, Moltó-Puigmartí
C, Rivero M, Pérez-Cano FJ, et al. Enhancement of antibody
synthesis in rats by feeding cis-9,trans-11 conjugated linoleic acid
during early life. J Nutr Biochem 2011; 22:495–501.
33. Jiménez JC, Fontaine J, Creusy C, Fleurisse L, Grzych JM,
Capron M, et al. Antibody and cytokine responses to Giardia
excretory/secretory proteins in Giardia intestinalis-infected
BALB/c mice. Parasitol Res 2014; 113:2709–2718.
34. Jiménez-Penago G, Hernández-Mendo O, González-Garduño
R, Torres-Hernández G, and Granados-Rivera LD. Immune and
parasitic response to conjugated linoleic acid in the diet of pelibuey
sheep infected with gastrointestinal nematodes. Ital J Anim Sci
2021; 20:1935–1946.
35. Yamasaki M, Kishihara K, Mansho K, Ogino Y, Kasai M,
Sugano M, et al. Dietary conjugated linoleic acid increases
immunoglobulin productivity of Sprague-dawley rat spleen
lymphocytes. Biosci Biotechnol Biochem 2000; 64:2159–2164.
36. Perlmutter DH, Leichtner AM, Goldman H, Winter HS.
Chronic diarrhea associated with hypogammaglobulinemia and
enteropathy in infants and children. Dig Dis Sci 1985; 30:11491155.
37. Snider DP, Skea D, and Underdown BJ. Chronic giardiasis in
B-cell-deficient mice expressing the xid gene. Infect Immun 1988;
56:2838–2842.
38. Pinelli-Saavedra A, Peralta-Quintana JR, Sosa-Castañeda J,
Moya-Camarena SY, Burgara-Estrella A, Hernández J. Dietary
conjugated linoleic acid and its effect on immune response in pigs
infected with the porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome
virus. Res Vet Sci 2015; 98:30-38.
39. Yamasaki M, Chujo H, Hirao A, Koyanagi N, Okamoto T, Tojo
N, et al. Immunoglobulin and cytokine production from spleen
lymphocytes is modulated in C57BL/6J mice by dietary cis-9,
trans-11 and trans-10, cis-12 conjugated linoleic acid. J Nutr 2003;
133:784–788.
40. Draper E, DeCourcey J, Higgins SC, Canavan M, McEvoy F,
Lynch M, et al. Conjugated linoleic acid suppresses dendritic cell
activation and subsequent Th17 responses. J Nutr Biochem 2014;
25:741–749.
41. Kamda JD, Nash TE, Singer SM. Giardia duodenalis: Dendritic
cell defects in IL-6 deficient mice contribute to susceptibility to
intestinal infection. Exp Parasitol 2012; 130:288–291.
42. Bassaganya-Riera J, Viladomiu M, Pedragosa M, De Simone
C, Hontecillas R. Immunoregulatory mechanisms underlying
prevention of colitis-associated colorectal cancer by probiotic
bacteria. PLoS One 2012; 7.
43. Belury MA, Moya-Camarena SY, Lu M, Shi L, Leesnitzer LM,
Blanchard SG. Conjugated linoleic acid is an activator and ligand
for peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor-gamma (PPARγ).
Nutr Res 2002; 22:817–824.
44. Moya-Camarena SY, Vanden Heuvel JP, Blanchard SG,
Leesnitzer LA, Belury MA. Conjugated linoleic acid is a potent
naturally occurring ligand and activator of PPARα. J Lipid Res
1475

Reyes-Duarte et al.

1999; 40:1426–1433.
45. Kim DI, Kim KH, Kang JH, Jung EM, Kim SS, Jeung EB, et
al. Trans-10, cis-12-conjugated linoleic acid modulates NF-κB
activation and TNF-α production in porcine peripheral blood
mononuclear cells via a PPARγ-dependent pathway. Br J Nutr
2011; 105:1329–1336.
46. Dowling JK, McCoy CE, Doyle SL, BenLarbi N, Canavan M,
O’Neill LA, et al. Conjugated linoleic acid suppresses IRF3 activation
via modulation of CD14. J Nutr Biochem 2013; 24:920-928.
47. Loscher CE, Draper E, Leavy O, Kelleher D, Mills KHG, Roche
HM. Conjugated linoleic acid suppresses NF-κB activation and
IL-12 production in dendritic cells through ERK-mediated IL-10
induction. J Immunol 2005; 175:4990–4998.
48. Borniquel S, Jädert C, Lundberg JO. Dietary conjugated linoleic
acid activates PPARγ and the intestinal trefoil factor in SW480
cells and mice with dextran sulfate sodium-induced colitis. J Nutr
2012; 142:2135–2140.
49. Reynolds CM, Draper E, Keogh B, Rahman A, Moloney AP,
Mills KHG, et al. A conjugated linoleic acid-enriched beef diet
attenuates lipopolysaccharide-induced inflammation in mice in

1476

CLA modifies cytokines and IgA in infected mice

part through PPARγ-mediated suppression of toll-like receptor 4.
J Nutr 2009; 139:2351–2357.
50. Mccarthy C, Duffy MM, Mooney D, James WG, Griffin MD,
Fitzgerald DJ, et al. IL‐10 mediates the immunoregulatory response
in conjugated linoleic acid‐induced regression of atherosclerosis.
Wiley Online Libr 2013; 27:499–510.
51. Fahmida Khatoon RSY. Natural Regulatory T Cells in Some
Parasitic Diseases. J Bacteriol Parasitol 2014; 06:4.
52. Gagliani N, Amezcua Vesely MC, Iseppon A, Brockmann L, Xu
H, Palm NW, et al. TH17 cells transdifferentiate into regulatory T
cells uring resolution of inflammation. Nature 2015; 523:221–225.
53. Chen TL, Chen S, Wu HW, Lee TC, Lu YZ, Wu LL, et al.
Persistent gut barrier damage and commensal bacterial influx
following eradication of Giardia infection in mice. Gut Pathog
2013; 5:1–12.
54. Evans NP, Misyak SA, Schmelz EM, Guri AJ, Hontecillas
R, Bassaganya-Riera J. Conjugated linoleic acid ameliorates
inflammation-induced colorectal cancer in mice through
activation of PPARγ. J Nutr 2010; 140:515–521.

Iran J Basic Med Sci, Vol. 25, No. 12, Dec 2022

